automobile repair business on Chicago
Street. In 1949, he became
Manitowoc’s first full-time Mayor, after
serving nine years as alderman. He was
involved in the incorporation of the
Manitowoc Development Corporation.
Sadly, he died of a heart attack in his
City Hall office in July 1950.

19. Walter G. Koepke 19501951, 1955-1961, 1963-1965
(V-16-5-5)
As a child, Walter G. Koepke (born
1899, died 1976) helped save his friend
who was drowning in the river by the 8th
Street bridge. He became Mayor upon
the death of Mayor Sladky in July 1950.
Previous to that, he served as the Third
Ward Alderman for 17 years. During his
five terms as Mayor, many school
projects were completed, new public
library funding was approved, a one-way
street system was developed & senior
citizen programs were initiated.

20. John L. Krey 1969-1973
(Y-2-13-5)
John L. Krey (born 1931, died 2012)
was a former member of the National
Guard, attended the commissioning of
the USS Manitowoc, a tank loading ship,
on January 24, 1970 at the Philadelphia
Naval Yards, & was proud to have
ridden the bow of the Cobia as it was
towed into Manitowoc. He started
Integrity Budget Services & the Krey
Insurance Agency.
Thank you for visiting Evergreen Cemetery.
We invite you to conclude your tour with a
moment of relaxation & quiet contemplation.

The following deceased individuals also
served as Mayor during the years listed, but
are buried elsewhere:







Alonzo D. Jones 1873-1878
Henry Stolze Jr. 1905-1907,
1911-1917
Rudolph Menchl 1951-1955
Robert Rand 1961-1963, 19651969
Anthony V. Dufek 1973-1989

Living Mayors:




Kevin M. Crawford 1989-2009
Justin Nickels 2009-Present

The original 10 acres of land for Evergreen
Cemetery was sold to the Village of
Manitowoc in 1852 with the first burial
occurring on May 11, 1853. Manitowoc did
not become a city until 1870. Evergreen
Cemetery (now comprised of 79 acres with
over 29,000 people interred) is proud to be
the final resting place for the majority of its
Mayors.

Evergreen Cemetery
Self-Guided Walk

Mayors
of
Manitowoc
Visit the graves of 20
Mayors of Manitowoc
who shaped
the history of this city.

You have the opportunity to be a part of
historic Evergreen Cemetery. Burial plots
and columbarium niches are still available.
Evergreen Cemetery
Grounds: 2221 Michigan Ave.
(Open daily dawn to dusk)
Office: 900 Quay St.
(Open weekdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Manitowoc, WI 54220
Phone: (920) 686-3570
Email: evergreen@manitowoc.org
www.manitowoc.org/evergreencemetery
October 2020

“What you leave behind is
not what is engraved in
stone monuments,
but what is woven into
the lives of others.”
~ Pericles

Take stroll back in time, and learn a little
more about the history of the Mayors
who helped shape Manitowoc into the
city it is today!
The years of mayoral service follow the
name. Burial locations are listed in
parenthesis under the name (Section –
Block – Lot – Space). Locations are not
marked by signs but can be found on the
enclosed map or by using GPS inside the
cemetery to locate the gravesites by visiting
www.manitowoc.org/evergreen and
searching on the name.

1. Peter Johnston 1870-1872
(W2-157-4-2)
Peter Johnston was born in Dunblane,
Perthshire Scotland in 1831. He moved
to Manitowoc in 1857 & was elected the
first Mayor of Manitowoc in April 1870.
He ran as Republican. Mr. Johnston
presided over the construction of the
city's first iron bridge, sanitary cisterns
for fresh water, & city sewers. He died
October 3, 1904.

2. Charles Luling 1872-1873
(W2-151-1-3)
Born in Minden, Westphalia, Germany
on October 6, 1830, Charles Luling
came to Manitowoc in 1861. In 1869, he
was elected Village of Manitowoc
President & then Mayor in 1872 after
Manitowoc became a city. In the 1870s,
he was involved in the first railroad
venture into the county. Mr. Luling was a
School Board member for 17 years, & a
school on Huron St. was named after
him. He died June 25, 1892.

3. John Schuette 1878-1884
(E2-2-5-4)
John Schuette was born on September
25, 1837 in Oldenburg, Germany. He
arrived in Manitowoc in 1849 & ran for
Mayor as a Republican. John built the
second flour mill in the city in 1868,
served as State Senator from 1874-76,
& established the Electric Light Co. in
1889. He also had a part in harbor
development, a general merchandising
store, a bank, & a food processing plant.
His former house is the present
Harrigan-Parkside Funeral Home. Mr.
Schuette passed away in 1919.

4. George Pankratz 1884-1886
(C-11-5-4)
George Pankratz was born in March of
1837 in Bohemia. He arrived in
Manitowoc in 1856. Mr. Pankratz owned
a lumberyard located at 10th & Franklin
Streets. He was active on the Third
Ward School Board & as a Democrat,
became Mayor in 1884 after defeating
John Schuette by 156 votes. Mr.
Pankratz died in April 1894.

5. Reinhardt Rahr 1886-1887
(N-1-1-1)
Reinhardt Rahr was born in Manitowoc
on April 22, 1859. He was 27 years old
when he was first elected Mayor in
1886, making him the youngest Mayor
at the time. He served one term refusing
re-election. He was the Vice President
of the Cereal Products Co. & President
of the State Bank of Manitowoc. Mr.
Rahr died October 18, 1921 at his home
on N 8th & Park Streets.

6. Thomas Torrison 1887-1889,
1895-1899
(A-40-1-3)
Thomas Torrison was born on October
10, 1855. He was a Republican & was
elected by a majority of 141 votes over
Reinhardt Rahr. During his second
administration, funding was received to
dredge the river, improve the harbor &
begin railroad passenger freight service
in the city. He also served on the first
jury in the new courthouse in 1908. Mr.
Torrison died August 30, 1918.

7. Fred Schuette 1889-1890,
1891-1893
(H-16-1-3)
Fred Schuette (born 1844, died 1917)
was elected Mayor for the first time in
1889 & again in 1890 without
opposition. During his administration,
the Fire Department reorganized & a
new waterworks system was begun.

8. Maximilian Rahr 1890-1891
(E2-83-1-4)

12. Charles A. Groffman
1907-1911
(U-24-8-3)
Charles A. Groffman, born in 1867, was
a pharmacist and a member of the
committee that directed the operation of
the Turner Hall & Society. A coalition of
Democrats & Republicans endorsed him
for Mayor, defeating Socialist Henry
Stolze. He was a supporter of the
Spanish American Veterans' Convention
held in the city. Mr. Groffman died July
25, 1955.

13. John H. Schroeder
1917-1921, 1927-1929
(G-9-2-3)
Born in 1862, John H. Schroeder was
on the board of the first Manitowoc
County Teachers' Training School in
1900. He was the founder & operator of
Manitowoc Building Supply Company.
He died November 25, 1945.

14. Martin Georgenson 19211927, 1929-1935, 1938-1947
(O-23-4-6)

Max Rahr, born July 15, 1856, served
on the first Library Board & on the Board
of Education in 1926. He was the
second of three Rahr brothers who
served as Mayor, & he ran the William
Rahr & Sons Co. with brothers, William
& Reinhardt. “Uncle Max” as he was
affectionally known was also a banker &
was known for his philanthropy &
lending aid. He died October 21, 1928.

9. Joseph Vilas 1893-1895

Martin Georgenson, born in 1873, was a
Spanish American War Veteran, an
active member of the Socialists (Labor)
Party, & a building contractor. He was
defeated in his first attempt at Mayoral
office in 1917. Waldo Boulevard was
completed during his administration in
1931. Mr. Georgenson died August 15,
1966.

15. Arthur Schuetze 1935-1937

(C-34-3-1)

(R-45-10-4)

Joseph Vilas was born in New York on
March 31, 1832 & came to Manitowoc in
1852. Joseph was a member of the
Committee to obtain the first city library
in 1868. He built a home in 1891-93 that
was a family residence until his death &
is now used for the Rahr-West Art
Museum. Mr. Vilas died January 6, 1905
from a self-inflicted gunshot wound
following lingering illnesses.

Arthur Schuetze was born in Two Rivers
on June 3, 1878. In an early 1900s, he
was at a baseball game at the old West
Side Ball Park, where lightning struck
the grandstand killing nine people. He
was playing left field & was knocked to
the ground, but was unhurt. As Mayor,
he was involved with the building of City
Hall on Franklin Street & made the
harbor a federal project. Mr. Schuetze
died in November 1937.

10. William Rahr 1899-1903
(K-27-4-2)
William Rahr was born in Manitowoc in
September 1854. He helped solicit
funds to build Holy Family Hospital in
the 1890s. During his terms as Mayor,
he accomplished the following things:
police department was reorganized & a
police telegraph system was used, arc
lights were installed on main streets,
first streets (8th & Commercial Streets)
were paved, engine house on N. 8th
Street was built, public library was
opened, Washington & Union Parks
were improved, and street car & gas
plant franchises were granted. Mr. Rahr
was a delegate to the Republican
National Convention which nominated
Taft for President. He died April 8, 1919
at his home on Marshall St.

11. William T. Kemper, MD
1903-1905
(E2-45-2-1)
William T. Kemper (born 1858, died
1932) was a Democrat & a physician.
He served as secretary of the first
County Medical Society organized in
1882. During his administration, he was
opposed to municipal ownership of
public utilities. He was one of the
incorporators of the Manitowoc County
Historical Society.

16. Louis Bruechert 1937-1938
(O-13-6-3)
Louis Bruechert (born 1895, died 1970)
was elected Alderman of the 2nd Ward
in 1932 & was Chairman of the Relief
Committee during the depression. He
became President of the City Council in
1937-38 & the Acting Mayor during the
illness of Mayor Schuetze. Mr.
Bruechert was employed at Mirro
Aluminum from 1916 until his retirement
as Shipping Supervisor in 1960.

17. Herbert Schipper 1947-1949
(U-35-7-3)
Herbert Schipper (born 1904, died1995)
was active as an Assistant Boy
Scoutmaster & also as Boy Scout
Council Executive in the late 1920s. He
worked for the U.S. Forest Service in
Wisconsin & Michigan & was Assistant
Superintendent of the Cemetery & Parks
Department from 1951 to 1969. In
addition, he was a member of the
Manitowoc County Historical Society
Board of Directors in 1978 & served as
Chairman of the Maintenance &
Development Committee.

18. George Sladky 1949-1950
(F-2-2-3)
Born in 1894, Mr. Sladky became a
machinist & then operated an

